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customs, they might pass without suspicion, and yet do
nothing inconsistent with their Christian character;
while by keeping together'as a body they would be
too few and weak to defend each other, and would
bring down upon themselves almost certain destruction.
"On June 4, the regiments at Benares mutinied.
The native Christians immediately took away their
families from the mission compound, and placed them
under the protection of a Hindoo whom they knew
well, and who, with his brethren, vowed to defend
- them to the last extremity. The men returned to the
mission compound, and kept watch all night. The
next day the report was spread abroad that the sepoys
were to renew the attack. The native Christians
thought it well to remove their families to a large
house in. the city occupied as a girls' school of the
Church mission, where the teacher, a native Christian,
resided. They thought that from thence, if necessary,
they might fly in different directions for safety. They
remained there five days, when they saw good reason
to leave for their own homes. The sepoys had not re-
newed the attack, and "though there was much uneasi-
ness, there was no disturbance. They were told that
the Mussulmans around them were saying to each
other that it was well the Christians had come there,
as they could plunder them with the greater conveni-
ence, which they hoped to be able to do in a few days.
Hearing this, the Christians returned with the greater
readiness to the mission compound, as, upon the whole,
the safer place of the two*